
Year 8 History Lesson overview 

What Challenges did Medieval Kings 
face? 

9 Intro: How has life changed in England since Medieval times? 

  Does King John deserve his reputation as a ‘bad’ king? 

  What was the Magna Carta and why is it significant? 

  What caused the Peasants revolt? 

  What happened during the peasants revolt?  (2 lessons) 

  How did Wat Tyler die? 

  What were the Consequences of the Peasants revolt? 

  Peasants revolt written assessment 

Henry VIII: How and why did the 
Break with Rome occur? 

6 Intro lesson – What kind of monarch was Henry Viii?  

  Why did Henry break from Rome? 

  How did Henry break from Rome? 

  What were the consequences of Henry’s decision? 

  Henry knowledge and understanding ASSESSMENT 

Why did Englishmen fight 
Englishmen? 

8 Who was King Charles I? 

  What caused the English Civil war? 

  What was the most effective weapon used during the civil war? 

  What was life like during the civil war? 

  Why did parliament win? 

  What happened during the trial and execution of Charles I ? 

  Civil war assessment 

  What kind of ruler was Oliver Cromwell? 

How did ordinary people get the 
vote? 

10 Who could vote in 1800? 

  What was the Peterloo massacre? 

  How ‘great’ was the 1832 reform act? 

  Who were the Chartists and what did they do? 

  What were women’s rights like in the 19th century? 

  Who were the Suffragettes and the Suffragists? 

  What impact did the First World War have on suffrage? 

  Why did Emily Davison die? ( 2 lessons) 

  Suffragettes assessment 

What was the transatlantic slave 
trade? 

9 What was pre colonial Africa like ( 2 lessons) 

  What was the slave trade triangle? 

  What was life like for enslaved people? ( 3 lessons) 

  How did the slave trade come to an end? ( 2 lessons) 

  Slave trade assessment 

What was the fight for civil rights in 
20th century America? 

6 What happened after abolition? What were the Jim Crow laws? 
 

  How was school segregation challenged? 

  What happened at Little Rock? 

  What happened to Emmett Till? 

  Why were Rosa parks actions important? 

  Year 8 exam 

 


