
GCSE INFORMATION 
EVENING 

Please take this time to complete the survey by using 
the QR code with our prefects. 
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Year 10 GCSE Information 
Evening

• Introduction and outline of the evening - Mr Davies-
Treble, Y10 Pastoral 

• Assessment and target setting – Mr Roff

• English and Maths overview - Mrs Hennessy and Mr 
Amps

• Arbor for students – Nick Roff

• Opportunity for questions



Strategies for a successful Key 
Stage 4

• Know the dates for the examinations and coursework 
deadlines.

• Know your target grades and expectations for each 
subject.

• Use active revision- mind maps, keyword cards and 
past papers.

• Always catch up on worked missed, complete homework 
and coursework to the best of your ability.

• Full attendance in school



Attendance 



Why does attendance matter?

• You fall behind in work and lessons.

• You have lower motivation to be here at all. 

• Your enjoyment of learning is less. 

• You have less chance of achieving GCSEs.

• You are more likely to demonstrate inappropriate behaviour.

• You miss out on the social life of school and extra-curricular 
opportunities and experiences.



100Child A: has 100% 
attendance over their 12 
years at school. 

Child B: has 90% attendance 
over their 12 years at school. 

Child C: has 85% attendance 
over their 12 years at school. 

72

63

On average 
every student 
who had over 
95% 
attendance 
achieved 2 
grades better 
than all other 
students. 





A whole school year at 90% attendance = 4 
weeks of lessons missed (Half a day a week)

90% attendance over 5 years in secondary 
school = half a school year missed

17 missed school days a year = 1 GCSE grade 
drop across all subjects

If a child improves their attendance by 1%, 
they could see a 5-6% improvement in their 
attainment.



Attendance, ATL  and Results 2024

ATL = C-E

Subject Target grade

Art 5

English Lang 4

English Literature 4

History 3

Maths 3

Science Combined 33

Results 2024

3

2

3

1

1

32



ATL = C-D

Attendance ATL and results 2024

Subject Target grade

Art 5

English Lang 5

English Literature 5

Food Tech 4

Geography 5

History 5

Maths 5

Results 2024

4

4

5

4

4

5



Attendance, ATL and results 2024

ATL = A-B

Subject Target grade

English Language 5

English Literature 5

Maths 5

PE BTEC 6

Religious Studies 6

Science Combined 5

Geography 6

Results 2024

7

6

6

6

7

5

6



Student A

Student B

Student C

A B C

Ability
Sats

High
(111)

High
(110)

High
(113)

Attendance 
in KS4

95% Less 
than 
85%

Less 
than 
70%

Avg. grade 8 5 2



What can you do?

• Get plenty of sleep and go to bed at roughly 
the same time every night. 

• No phones, games, TV late at night.

• Eat breakfast and be ready for the day.

• Keep on top of homework so that you know you 
are organised for the week.

• Pack your school bag and sort out uniforms the 
night before.



What can you do?

• Get yourself up and set an alarm. Don’t always rely 
on parents/carers to get you up.

• Get involved in school life. The more you 
contribute the more you get back.

• Be motivated to be the best you can be.

• If you are well enough, come to school. Avoid 
having days off wherever possible.



If you do not want to come to school, tell someone 
what’s wrong so you can get the help and support you 
need.

We have staff that will help develop confidence and 
build resilience, helping you to get through the doors 
and tackle any concerns.



Behaviour



B1 B2 B3 B4
Examples of low-level 

disruptive behaviour are:
Given for repeat of B1 

offences or:
Given for further repeat of B1 

or B2 offences or:
Examples of serious incidents 

are:
▪ Not listening 
▪ Off task behaviour
▪ Calling out or talking out of 

turn
▪ Failing to follow instructions
▪ Lack of effort 
▪ Running in corridors
▪ Shouting in corridors
▪ Over physical play
▪ Excessive make-up

▪ A poor response to being given a 
B1 e.g., shrugging shoulders, 
answering back, tutting, smirking 
etc. 

▪ Failure to have a pen, pencil and 
ruler in lessons

▪ Eating in a lesson 
▪ Uniform not worn correctly. 
▪ In possession of chewing gum
▪ Late mark to school or lessons 

without a valid reason.
▪ Homework not completed on 

time.
▪ Mobile phone seen/heard at any 

time during the school day.
▪ Being out of bounds (In the 

wrong area of the school)
▪ Unkind or insensitive behaviour 

towards another student
▪ Insufficient Work completed in 

lesson.

▪ Disturbing an exam
▪ Foul / sexual language 
▪ Defiance. For example-walking 

away when being spoken to by any 
member of staff, refusal to follow 
instructions etc. 

▪ Truancy from lessons or school
▪ Third late mark to school or 

lessons without valid reason.

▪ Harassment or bullying (including 
cyber-bullying and public 
humiliation).

▪ Significant and/or sustained 
disruption to the learning 
environment and learning of others.

▪ Threatening behaviour. 
▪ Abusive behaviour towards a 

student 
▪ Rude and challenging behaviour 

towards a member of staff 
▪ Videoing on mobile phones 
▪ Vandalism, damage to property or 

theft 
▪ Dangerous behaviour 
▪ Being in possession of smoking 

related material or vapes



Homework





Targets



Why do we set targets?

An aspirational but 
achievable target.

Helps to track 
progress – 

encourages early 
intervention if 

necessary.

It is not a ceiling for 
expectation.



Not really new anymore … 
but for many this is still a 
different system of 
grading than you have 
seen before.

This slide is useful in 
showing the comparison 
between graded letters 
‘old school!’ and graded 
numbers – how grades are 
awarded today.

Btec/ Cambridge 
First Awards

Distinction *

Distinction

Merit

L2 Pass

L1 Pass



English 
Language and 
Literature

Information for Parents



GCSE English/ English 
Literature 1-9

• 4 exams – 2 each for Language and Literature, a total of 7.5 
hours of exams.

• Both important. Practising skills for each question crucial 
for Language.

• Closed book
• No tiers – all sit the same exams.
• Challenging texts – focus on 19th Century Prose for 

Language and Literature. So confidence with reading 
independently is important.

• Higher % of marks given for technical accuracy, 
punctuation, grammar, sentence structure and vocabulary 
for writing in Lang papers and added to Lit.



For students

• Be proactive with study and organisation. Don’t waste 
lesson time. Keep up with notes. 
See test assessments as a positive learning 
experience.

• Take pride in the work produced and get the basics 
right.

• Little and often for revisiting Literature texts, learning 
quotations and speed writing.

• Act on feedback. The only way to secure success is to 
rework and improve.

• Go the extra mile and challenge yourself e.g. own 
creative writing and poetry for anthology, Poetry by 
Heart.



For Parents

• Copies of texts to purchase will be available shortly on 
Arbor

• Crucial that they have these. CGP revision guides useful.
• Ask about the texts. Ask about characters, themes and 

the methods writers’ use in these texts.
• Talk about the context, e.g. WW1, Victorian London.
• Encourage them to produce mind maps or revision cards 

on the texts – focus on methods/ quotations/ context. 
This needs to be on-going, not left until Year 11.

• Encourage them to use YouTube for independent 
learning. Also sites such as Poetry Genius and Bitesize.



‘Genius’ site useful for those aspiring to the 
higher levels and further clarification on poetry

https://genius.com/William-blake-london-annotated

https://genius.com/William-blake-london-annotated


Year 10 Maths
Your exam board is Edexcel.

Foundation Tier 

(Grades 1 - 5) 20 units

Higher Tier 

(Grades 3/4 – 9)

19 units

You should already know 
roughly how you are doing.



In school support

Year 10

Foundation Tier Drop In Sessions – R2
Higher Tier Drop in Sessions – R3

Thursday lunchtimes both weeks.

Year 11

Past Paper Sessions
Targeted Revision Sessions



Home support – deliberate practice

How to video GCSE style 
Qs

Practice Qs starting 
easy getting 
progressively harder

www.corbettmaths.com 

http://www.corbettmaths.com/


Help them learn the 
formulae.

They have to know 
them for the exams.



Home support – being organised

Be prepared for whatever the lesson may cover.
Equipment carried should include:
Pencil, ruler, calculator, protractor, compass, purple pen



Year 10 maths homework:
• Sparx Maths has created perfectly tailored practice homework for students that is 

linked directly to Lacon Childe maths schemes of work.  

• Students will be set between 60-90 minutes of weekly homework based on topics that 
they have covered in class approximately 2 weeks prior.  This supports retention to 
support student’s long-term memory.   In Year 11 students will be given past GCSE 
papers to support further exam practice.

• For homework to be completed students need to finish all tasks set with a 100% pass 
rate.  This is possible as when students get a question incorrect, they can watch how it 
should be completed, and they students get to retry the same question.

• Teachers will ensure that homework set continues to reflect the topics covered and 
ability range of their individual class.

• After completing approximately 100 questions, SPARX will have an improved picture of 
each individual's maths skills and be able to set appropriate levelled content to 
challenge and support each student.



• Each student will be issued with a homework book.  This does not need to be brought into school.  Students 
can use this for their methods for each question, and occasionally SPARX will ask students to look back 
and enter the answer they got to a prior question to encourage use of methods.

• As a parent you will receive weekly emails to explain what homework has been set, and a mid-week update 
to let you know how much homework your child has completed or still has to complete.

• Teachers can track every answer, time spent, questions that required more than one attempt or were 
problematic for students and provide in class support on exact objectives to ensure any gaps in student 
knowledge are met.

• Students can get support on Monday lunchtimes in room 11 from maths staff if they are experiencing any 
problems.

• All students will be walked through how to use the system and complete the homework during w/c 30th 
September.  Students will be emailed a ‘how to’ set of instructions once the system has been launched with 
their classes.

Year 10 maths homework:



Logging in to the student 
portal on Arbor



There is no app for students. You log in via a 
web address.
• https://the-lacon-childe-school.uk.arbor.sc/

https://the-lacon-childe-school.uk.arbor.sc/


Your school email 
address is typed here

Now select first time 
logging in

You will then be taken to a page where you will be 
able to set your own password



• https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-
us/articles/360006651877-The-Student-Portal-Quick-tips-for-
students

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360006651877-The-Student-Portal-Quick-tips-for-students
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360006651877-The-Student-Portal-Quick-tips-for-students
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360006651877-The-Student-Portal-Quick-tips-for-students




As a student
• Make the most of your lesson time.

• Remember that the more you practise, the better you become, no matter 
how hard you found it to get started.

• Follow instructions first time



A chance to ask questions:
• Year Leader
• Pastoral Support
•  Arbor
• Maths
• English
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